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 Newsletter 14 15th December 2017 Autumn Term 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This will be the last Westbourne Weekly of the Autumn 
Term. The last few days of the Autumn term are always 
great fun and enjoyed by staff and children alike. The 
Christmas plays certainly filled everyone with Christmas 
cheer and the carol service in the church was wonderful. 
Thank you to all the parents who helped learn lines, 
listened to their children singing the same song many 
times over and those who attended the plays and the 
carol service. 
We have had a very busy and productive autumn term 
including a visit from Ofsted. I am very pleased that the 
report recognised that we have close links with all of our 
families and I value the fact that these supportive links 
“help our children develop socially, emotionally and 
academically.” Thank you very much for your very 
positive support during the inspection and throughout 
the year. Westbourne Primary is a special place 
because of the supportive sense of community and the 
way we all  look after each other. 
No where was this community spirit more obvious than 
at the Christmas Fair on Friday. Mrs Mowlem, our PTA 
chair, put out the call for volunteers to help run stalls and 
had a great response from parents and staff. Thank you 
very much to our wonderful, hardworking PTA and all 
the volunteers for making the Fair such a great success. 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and all the 
very best for 2018 
 

 
 
Steven Potter 
 

Talk Topic 
 
 “How should we treat animals?” 
 
The discussion could include:  

 Is it possible that some animals (dolphins, 

chimps, birds, dogs etc) have sophisticated 

languages that we aren’t able to interpret YET? 

(But we might be able to in the future.)  

 Imagine ordering a burger if you could 

understand what a cow was saying or thinking? 

 Animals might not “think” in the way we do 

because they experience the world differently, 

but does this mean they are not equal to us?  

 Is it our responsibility to look after all species as 

well as our own? 

“I do not understand the human race, 

Has so little love for creatures with a different face, 

Treating animals like people is no madness or disgrace, 

I do not understand the human race.” 

- Dr Doolittle 

Learning around the school 
A quick summary of learning around the school. 
 

Year 6 have been extending their knowledge of fractions 
and completing their end of term assessments in maths. 
They completed and published their Sherlock Holmes 
stories, designed William Morris crackers and 
constructed their games for the Christmas Fair 
 

Year 5 have extended their knowledge of place value in 
maths and have used this to mentally add and subtract 
to 6 digit numbers. 
In English they have focused on descriptive scene 
setting by writing to Santa about a Christmas that did not 
go according to plan. 
 

Year 4 Have.written some wonderful 
poems all about Sankta Lucia and 
the festival of light. They enjoyed 
baking Swedish pepparkakor and 
wrote a conversation between two 
characters in the story of Rama and 
Sita.  
 

Year 3 Have completed their end of term assessments 
in maths and English and have written a persuasive 
poster advertising a new sidekick for Traction Man. They 
have also been looking at the nativity story and 
sequencing the story line. 
 

Year 2 have been learning to measure using standard 
units of length (cm and m) and have extended their 
understanding on 1/2s and 1/4s. In English they have 
been learning poems off by heart and being introduced 
to the structure and features of non-fiction writing. 
 

Year 1 have been on a shape hunt all 
week, revising 2D shapes and 
extending their knowledge to 3D 
shapes. In English they have been 
sequencing the story of Stickman and 
writing Christmas cards 
 

Year R Have really got into the Christmas spirit  revising 
their numbers up to 20 and beyond through Christmas 
dot to dots, finger painting reindeer, painting snowmen, 
creating snowflakes (refining their cutting skills) and 
making paper plate trees. 
 

Year 5 Parents 
All parents of Year 5 children are invited to a meeting 
after school on Thursday 18

th
 January to outline a pilot 

project we intend to run next term. The aim of the pilot 
project will be to increase mathematical confidence, 
progress and attainment through “pre teaching.” 
The idea is that we will give all parents the day-to-day 
maths planning for the following week each Friday. As a 
result parents can help their children with new concepts 
before they come up against them in class. The planning 
will include hyperlinks to relevant resources in our 
Abacus scheme. 
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Christmas Plays 

Thank you very 
much to all of 
those parents 
who attended the 
Christmas plays, 
helped learn lines 
and helped with 
the costumes. 
The children 
started learning 
their lines and 
making the props three weeks ago and amazingly 
learned all their lines in the short time available. You 
have some very talented actors and actresses and I am 
sure we will see some of them on the stage and screen 
at some point in the future. 
 

Junior Carol Service 
The Carol Service was wonderful on Thursday with 
some brilliant individual solos, group and whole school 
singing. Thank you very much to Miss Sibley and 
Joseph Beatie for leading us all on the piano. 
Services in the church over the next few days:- 
 
Thursday 21 Dec 
08:30 Morning Prayer 
18:00 Junior Choir rehearsal 
19:00 Choir rehearsal  
 
Friday 22 Dec 
08:30 Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 24 Dec 
09:30 Parish Communion 
16:00 Crib Service 
19:00 Lessons and Carols 
23:30 Midnight Communion 
 

Drop off and pick up 
Please could all parents say goodbye to their children on 
the playground each morning rather than coming into 
school. We are trying to encourage our pupils to be 
independent and hang up their own coats, hats and 
bags. The corridors do tend to get very busy and it 
would help if parents did not come into the school 
building during busy times at the beginning and end of 
school. Parents are welcome to come in and talk to the 
school office if they have any queries or talk to a 
member of staff at the front of school or on the 
playground. 
 
 

PTA 
Every parent is a member of the PTA and there is 
always room for other people to join in, help out with 
events or inspire us with new ideas! Committee 
members are as follows; 
 

Chairperson Liz Mowlem and Cat Batchelor 

Treasurer Ann Davies  

Secretary Hayley Wright 

Year R Rep Emma Holden 

Year 1 Rep Katie Elliott- Smith 

Year 2 Rep Gemma Frost 

Year 3 Rep Noelle Moyler and Fiona Edge 

Year 4 Rep Gemma Joyce 

Year 5 Rep - 

Year 6 Rep Becky Beattie 

 
There is still space for a Class rep for Year 5. If you are 
interested please contact either Chairperson. 
 
The PTA Christmas Fair was held on Friday 15

th
 

December. We are delighted and amazed to announce 
that a grand total of £1340 was raised. This event could 
not have happened without the hard work and diligence 
of the PTA committee (special thanks to the Chair!). In 
addition, the PTA would like to extend their warmest 
thanks to; 
Year 6 for running their stall 
Westbourne Co Op for their multiple donations 
All the parents who donated items or made cakes 
All the local business who made donations for the raffle 
 
Every penny raised goes back into the school to enrich 
the learning experiences of all the children. The PTA 
could not exist without the support of all of you! 
 
Please see the school calendar dates for other up and 
coming PTA events next year.’ 
 

Parking around the school 

I have recently had a complaint from a member of the 

public that parents are parking across driveways in 

Churcher Road and Mill Road. Please be mindful of our 

neighbours when parking and avoid parking across 

driveways. 

 
Squash Team 

 What a fantastic result! 
The squash team of Amelie, Lola, Lewis, Toby and 
George won the regional schools’ squash final on 
Tuesday. The team took part in 14 different challenges 
against the other three schools in the final. They won 13 
of the challenges and came second in the 14

th
 – a very 

impressive performance from all the team members and 
a well-deserved win. The first 
time that Westbourne have 
won this event. 
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Star Learners 

Half termly award winners 
Each half-term we give out two very special awards for 
each class.  
 
Academic Achievement awards:- for outstanding effort 
and attainment  
This award is presented to encourage pupils to put as 
much effort as possible into their learning. The award is 
given to someone who has made excellent progress due 
to their effort, whatever their starting point. 
 
Behaviour awards:- for outstanding behaviour 
This award is presented to encourage pupils to show 
care, respect and responsibility at all times around school. 
We want all children to skip into school with a smile on 
their face because they feel happy and safe. 
 
The winners for this half-term are:- 
 
Academic Achievement 
 
Year R – Naomi Chisnall 
Year 1  - Fin Simmons 
Year 2  - Stanley Luddington 
Year 3  – Mia Hawkins 
Year 4  – Martha Olliff 
Year 5  – Harvey Denham 
Year 6  – Joe Beattie 
 
 
Outstanding behaviour, having a positive attitude and 
being kind and caring 
 
Year R -  Lawson Sands 
Year 1  – Elliott Murcott 
Year 2  – Tommy-Lee Jones 
Year 3  – Amelie Mead & Amelia Kent 
Year 4  – Zachory Edmondson 
Year 5  – Connie Threadingham 
Year 6  – Amelie-Jane Giles Hooper 
 

 
Diary 

 

Dates for your diary 
 

December  

21
st
 to 4

th
 Christmas holidays 

January  

4
th
 First day of the Spring term 

4
th
 Sleeping Beauty whole school panto by 

M&M productions 

15
th
  Locality Boys’ football Tournament at the 

Bourne 

18
th
  Year 5 parent meeting re maths 3.30pm 

25
th
  Full Governors Meeting 

26
th
 PTA Movie Night 

29
th
  Locality Netball Tournament at the Bourne 

February  

5
th
 to 9

th
  Bikeability week for Year 6 

6
th
  Safer Internet Day 

9
th
  Non Uniform day. Please bring in £1 

7
th
  Year 1 Class Assembly 

12
th
 to 16

th
  Half-term 

19
th
 Inset Day – school closed for pupils 

March  

1
st
  World Book Day 

7
th
  Parent consultation 3.30pm to 5.30pm 

8
th
  Parent consultation 5pm to 7pm 

16
th
 PTA Movie Night 

23
rd

  Year 3 Class Assembly 

26
th
  Locality Girls’ football Tournament at the 

Bourne 

26
th
 to 29

th
  Science Week 

29
th
  Non Uniform day. Please bring in £1 

29
th
  Last day of the Spring term 

  

April  

3
rd

 to 13
th
  Easter holiday 

16
th
 First Day of the Summer term 

23
rd

 to 27
th
  Family Safety Week 

25
th
  Locality football and netball tournament at 

the Bourne 

27
th
 Year 4 Class Assembly 

May  

4
th
  Year R Class Assembly 

7
th
  Bank Holiday 

8
th
 Class / Leavers Photos 

11
th
 PTA Disco  

14
th
 to 18

th
  Year 6 end of KS2 SATS – All Year 6 

children must be presents for these 

24
th
  Non Uniform day. Please bring in £1 

25
th
  Inset Day, school closed for pupils 

28
th
 to 1

st
  Half-term 

  

June  

4
th
 to 8

th
  Child Safety Week 

22
nd

  Year 2 Class Assembly 

26
th
  Sports Day 

27
th
  Reserve Sports Day 

July  

2
nd

 to 4
th
  Year 4 Cobnor residential 

2
nd

 to 4
th
  Year 6  Sayers Croft residential 

6
th
  Year 5 transition day at the Bourne 

12
th
  Locality Sports day at Southbourne Juniors  

20
th
  Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly 

20
th
  Non Uniform day. Please bring in £1 

20
th
 Last day of the summer term for pupils 

23
rd

 Inset Day School closed for pupils 

24
th
  Inset Day School closed for pupils 

 

 


